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ROM. VIII. part of the 6th Verſe. 


To be Spiritually- minded is Life. 


A 


> ved in Rome, the Capital City of the Eur 

pire, lays down ſueh Doctrine as mighæ hum- 

ble all the Pride of Humane Greatneſs ; for he expre- 
ſly requires ſuch a Righteouſriefs as the Princes of 
this World never thought of, and to which the beſt 
amongſt them, with all their Wiſdom and - Virtue, 


had not arriv'd: He concludes the whole Gentile . 


World, notwithſtanding all their Speculations, and 
Morality, and civil Prudence, to be in a ſtate of 
Sin, and obnoxious to the Wrath of Gt. 

The like he proves concerning all thoſe Jews, who 


depended upon the Law, and a Righteouſneſs of 


their own, without Faith in Chriſt. 


He then ſhews, that the true way of Salvation, 


which was always in the Counſels of God, and re- 


veal d at times in ſuch meaſures as he thought fit, 


was not any Dignity or Merit of our own Works, 
or any Righteouſneſs that we were able to perform; 


but the free Pardon of our Sins upon our Repentance 


and upon our Faith in the Sacrifice of Chriſty, and 


* 3 


Aint Paul, writing to thoſe Converts who li- 


; Virtues thro' the merits of a Mediator. 


+) 


the acceptance of our Ss and our imperſeck 


Bur left this way of a free Juſtification l 


ſtood ſhould lead Men to Security, anda negle& of | 


true Holineſs of Liſe, he likewiſe declares unto 


them what obligation their Faith and Baptiſm, or 
their dedicating of themſelves ro Chriſt, did lay 
upon them to Jead new Lives, and very different 


from their former Converſation :: And that in order 
- to raiſe them to this new Life, the Spirit of God, 


and Chriſt, was conferr d upon them, to be a pow- 


erful Principle in them of holy Thoughts and Dit. 
poſitions, of pure Affections, of regular Actions, 

and of a conſtant Zeal in all manner of good 
Works; that they might be ſome way qualify d for 
an Inheritance of Glory before they departed out of 
this Life. 


In the 6th and NJ Chapters of this Epiſtle, St. 


15 Poul plainly declares, and often repeats in ſundry 


N 


Expreſſions, that none muſt look for Salvation and 
Lite upon the Terms of the Goſpel, without Ho- 
lineſs of Heart and Life, or without becoming Spi- 
ritual Perſons, minding Spiritual Things: For to 
be Spiritually- minded is Lite. 


I. I ſhall very briefly; thew what it it is to be pi 


LS: ritually-minded; And then 


. ritually-minded. | 


II More largely inſiſt upon that advantage of 1 it, | 


expreſs d in the Text: That tobe Spiritually-mind- 


ed is Life. 
I. I ſhall very priefly ſhew what it is to be Spi- | 


Az "© The 
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The Mind is made Spiritual by virtue of an inward 
Principle, and by being employ'd about Spi- 
ritual Objects; which we muſt not think that we 
have at any time entertain'd with a due Concern, 


unleſs we find our Minds enlightened, our Reſolu- 


tions ſtrengthen'd; and our Aﬀections warmed to- 
wards Virtue and Goodneſs: For Spiritual Objects 


when they are conſider d as ſuch, have a renewing, | 


a rransforming Power in them; they make our 
Minds in ſome meaſure that very thing they con- 


1 


template; the glorious Object leaves ſome of its 


SGlory behind, and the Heaven we Spiriturally think 
of, diffuſes ſome part of it ſelf into our Souls. 
Let none perſwade themſelves that their Minds 
are Spiritual, upon ſome few tranſient Thoughts 
about Religion, which paſs through and leave no 


Divine Tract behind them; whereas the Mind of 
a Chriſtian ſhould be a Temple for the Holy Ghoſt 


to reſide in, where Holy Thoughts ſhould dwell 
like that bright Cloud of Glory, and pure Deſires be 


/ Kkeptup like the Fire on the Altar; which may be 

ſometimes cover'd over with Aſhes, but upon the 

leaſt ſtirring, will glow again: Accordingly, no one 

8 ſuppoſes that Spiritual Thoughts ſhould always have 

+  anaQual Poſſeſſion of our Minds, they muſt give | 

| fometimes tothe innocent Defigns and common | 
e 


reſhments, which this temporal Life impoſes up- 


on us; but when they do give way, they leave a ” 


kind of Perfume or Incenſe, and to be employ'd in 


them is the true Life of a Chriſtian. | "4 
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70 enlarge upon that Advantage of being. Spiritu- 
ally minded expreſs di in the Text, 7 hat to * Siri. 


tually-minded is Liſe. 7 
1. To be Spiritually- minded. is Liſe in the 


more excellent Senſe, tis the. true and proper Life 


of a Chriſtian. 
2. It is Eternal Life ; it does not only entitle us 


to Eternal Life; but is the "he of it, 1 the 


beginning of it in this World. 
1. To be Spiritually- minded is Life, i in the more 


excellent Senſe, tis the true and proper Life of a 


Chriſtian. |, 
Before wy ai judge what is the moſt excellent 


Life, we muſt conſider, tho as briefly as may be; the 5 
ſeveral ſteps, or the whole Progreſs of Humane Life. 


How low and narrow a thing is Humane Life in 
its beginning! Its whole Strength is to draw in 
Nouriſhment, and the chief Part and Health of its 
Life is to ſleep much, which is rather a ſign of 1 
Life, than life it ſelf. 2 

When it advances higher, it gathers i in ſome few 


Images from outward objects; its Appetites ſtrength- 
en with its growth, and it has many Paſſions with- 


out any Reaſon of its own to Govern or Suppreſs 


them: Toys and Trifles are its greateſt-Joy, and 
to be without them, is to be without all Comfort 
of Life. TE”. 


When we are Boy's our Childhood and; Youth; 


and have taken a turn in the great World, and per- 


ceive what is the Buſineſs and Employment of 
Mankind, what takes up their Thoughts, and 
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= ine” earries on the great Wheels of Induſtry 
and Action; then we book back in pity upon our 


former Childiſh Fancies, and veg that 'we'could 


be pleas'd with ſuch little Diverſions, that now can 


pive no manner of Satisfaction to dür Minds. 
The reſult of this is what St Paul has moſt 


5 fitly expreſs'd tho in another Caſe ; Mhen was a 


Child I ſpate as a Child, I underſlood. as.a Child, I 

thought or reaſon'd as a Child; But when I became 2 

Man, I put away Childiſt Things.” * bene 
Well, now the manly State is arriv'd, ad Hu- 


mane Life has a wider Sphere; the appetites are 
now more enlarg'd. and crave with greater Ve- 
hemency; the Paſſions have now ſtronger Moti- 


ons, and are agitated by a more inflam'd Blood: 
The' Man that has an Eye always watchful upon 


Gain, and that cloſely: follows the ſureſt Methods of 


gathering up Riches, in the general Efteem of 


Mankind, paſſes for one who is very wiſe, and that 
has a right Knowledge of the World: He that is fi- 


red with Ambition, and takes dangerous ſteps to 


riſe high, is counted the Brave and the- Gallant 
Perſon: And he that denies himfelf no Pleaſures, 
his Lite is look d upon by many, to be "AW 
but pure Felicity and Enjoyment. © | 
But now there is a Life beyond all cheſs, a Life | 


of Virtue and Religion; there is a Spiritual Power 
in the Soul, that is either given or awaken d by Di- 


vine Grace, which has peculiar Pleaſures that are of 
its own growth, and has e a N does 
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into this State of Life, and then what contemptible 
Thoughts will they have of what once their Wi- 
dom, their Glory, their chief Happineſs and Joy ? 

as when they became Men, they were quickly out 
of Humour with childiſh Things; fo when they 
become Spiritual Perſons, they will be as ſick of the 
moſt ſplendid Parts of-a meer Worldly LiſmdGm. 

Then they begin truly to live, When they live to 
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Let any of the former Perſons be really brought 


God, when they are afſected with Heavenly things, 


when they find the deſire of Immortality the ſtrong- 
eſt Appetite in their Souls, and can take a comfort-  * 


able Proſpect beyond this preſent Scene of Things. 


When thoſe who have been bred up in, all the 


| Arts and Sciences, and the moſt obliging deeencies of 


Civil Life, travel into the more ignorant and barba- 
rous parts of theWorld;how do they bleſs themſelves 


that dy their Education, and their Civilities of Life, 


they far exceed thoſe poor Natives, who are but little 
better than the very Beaſts of the Field! They com- 
pare the Advantages of well built Towns and Cities, 
to their poor Cottages and Cabins; the good Or- 
der of equat Laws, and wiſe Governments, to their 


Ignorance of what is Juſt, and: Equitable, and to the 
heing daily expos'd to the Paſſions and Inſolence of 
thoſe who have no Government of themſelves. It 
cannot but grieve em, to ſee vaſt Countries and no- 
thing cultivated, Proviſions of Nature enough to 
make multitudes happy, but nothing improv'd; 
Shapes of Men, but hardly any thing of Humanity. 
Let theſe very Perſons make one Voyage more, not 


into the more Savage Parts of the World, nor into 


* 1 * by * fe AF 
N e 
4 * 5 : 4 q 
FT 4 ** * > 


4 * 
44 


| FAME CET 
thoſe that are only Civiliz'd ; but let oi go into 


on, with What univerſal Charity and depth of Hu- 


mility they far out · do the fineſt Breeding; are al- 


Ways ready to perform the kindeſt Offices, from a 


Religious Principle; what pure Affections whey - 
conſtantly breathe, with what _—_— Gracos ae 


are richly adorn al EMrys 1 75 5 


They cannot but confeſs that Humane Liſe in its 


moſt Excellent State, is to be found only among the 


Virtuous and the Spiritual; and that ſuch as far ex- 
cel, as to the true perſection of Humane Nature, the 
 beſt-Bred Perſons, and the moſt Civiliz'd ; as they do, | 


the moſt Stupid and Untaught Indians. 
What are the Excellencies of our Nature, whick 


gdeſervedly call forth the Admiration, Love and 
| Praiſe of Men? an Integrity that cannot be corru- 


pted; a Reſolution in Goodneſs that cannot be 


baffled by Temptations; a ſuperiority of Soul, that 


is above the allurements of this World ; an even- 
heſs of Temper, that Injuries cannot caſily diſcom- 
poſe; a Principle:and Habit of doing good, that no 


Ingratitude of others can weaken ; a Converſation ; 
with God 'and Heavenly Things, that makes the 

Soul both Great and Humble; that extinguithes in 
it all Envy at the Proſperity of others, bur enlarges 


its Tenderneſs and Compaſſion for the Miſerable. 
The glory therefore of Humane Nature, or the 


| excelleny of TY conſiſts 1 in true Wiſdom, Good: 


neſs 


the Sanctuary; but let them atteritively behold the 
Manners and Converſation of the truly Religious 
and Spiritual; about what noble Objects they are 
imploy'd, what generous Defigns they are carrying 


o 
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| neſs and Piety ; and i it appears o to wk: in the 


due Government of our Paſſions, both under Plea. 
ſures, and under Provocations ; in a right Judgment 
of Things; in a decent contempt of the World; in 
a mild generoſiiy of Temper, and in doing of good 
with Prudence and Diſcretion, and in the ſ weetneſs f 
and moſt obliging manner. 5 Wh 

This, this is Life in the more excellent Senſe,and | 
this i is the-proper Life of a Chriſtian ; for a Sexſe is 


to the natural Life, ſo Faith is to the Spiritual, the 


Spring and Principle of its Motions; and, as we 
nas of the good ſtate of Natural Life by a regular 
Pulſe, and a due circulation of the Blood; 10 we 
may diſcern the good Temper of our Souls by ſuch 

'a concern. for our Salvation, that regularly beats 


within us; and by a conſtant courſe in holy Duties, | 


which is the due circulation of the Divine Life. _ 
II. Zo be Spiritually-minded is Eternal Life; it 


not only entitles us to Eternal Life, but is the Pledge 


of it, and is the beginning of it in this World. 


1. To be FSpiritually- minded zntitles us to Eter- th 
nal Life. 2, 
What St. Paul means by Spirirualy- minded, muſt 
agree with other Expreſſions, which he has us'd in 
this Chapter, to ſignify the ſame thing, as walking _ 
after the Spirit, being led by the Spirit, and the Spi- 


rit dwelling in them; which ſhews that the Life 


With- 


and Converſation. muſt be Spiritual as well as the _ 
Mind, and that to be Spiritually-minded, Men muſt - 
be comform'd to all thoſe _ which in the Go- 3 
ſpel, the . has 0M d. 


5 


Th (10 1 A 5 T 
Without this all pretences to the Spirit are delu- | fr 
ding and falſe; People are only puff d up with proud | ye 
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Imaginations, or acted by an enthuſiaſtical Impulſe; | ex 
but their real ſtate is dark and miſerable, and the7ß in 
have no right to Eternal Liſ e. 

A Right to that is ſecur d by the Hol) Sacraments, D 

which the falſe pretenders to the Spirit neglect and W 

deſpiſe; for the Sacraments are the appointed So- m 
lemit ies by which we enter into Covenant with God, ar 

and have it confirm'd'to us; and Eternal Life is one N 

of thoſe Bleſſing which we have no Natural Right to, H 
but is made over to us by Promiſe and by Covenant.. "© 
If we be engrafted into Chriſt, and take care that In 
the anſwer of a good Conſcience be made manifeſt in | my 

our Lives, by-our conformity to his Laws and Ex- fr. 


.. ample, and by walking as he walk'd; then do we ſo 
belong to a New Head and Original, we are reckond xj 
no longer in Adain, but in Chriſt; and he being a 5 


Quictning Spirit, our Eternal Life is wholly deriv d re 
from hm. 5 8 * 
Therefore fince he is Immortal, we ſhall be Im- | © 
mortal, ſince his Soul after ſome time ſpent in a ſe- | wy 
parate ſtate, was re-united to a glorious Body, fo th 
to remain for ever; ſo likewiſe ſhall we be cloath'd '| he 
with incorruptible and glorious Bodies, like unto | ys 
his; and this we may be fure of, as God is faithful 80 
who has promis'd ; as that Chriſt has dy'd, and roſe - © 
— De Buy 779.4 | 
2. The Spiritaally-minded have a Pledge of this | fie 


Eternal Liſe. re * 
The Holy Spirit is another of the Covenanted li 
Bleſſings, given unto us to quicken, and FO, and lis 
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Krengthen our Souls: to make us capable of Hea- 
venly Inſtructions, of Goſpel Obedience, and of that 
exalted Degree of Holineſs,” to which v we are cell's 
in Chbriff ... h 
Tiss this Spirit that is a Principle W us of new 
Deſires, and new Abilities, which accompanies the 
Word of God with a Divine force, ſets the Argu- 
ments and Reaſons of our Religion in a proper light, 
and impreſſes them in a powerful manner on our 
Mind and Hearts; tis a Gift that we receive from 
Heaven, a teeret Chain let down to draw us thither; 
2 Supernatural Talent to be improv'd by oũr own 
_ Hidultry'; a happy Byaſs put upon our Inclinations to 
move and direct us to all that is good; an Influence 
from Heaven to change us, by degrees, into other 
ſort of Creatures, and to make us meet for an Inhe- 
ritance among the Saints in Light. 

Now this is given us as a Pledge of what we ſhall 
receive here after in a full Meaſure: tis part of our 


_ | Reward, and an Aſſurance that the reſt ſhall follow, 


If Chriſt gives us, even in this Life, of hz Spirit, 
we know that we are reconcil'd to God, we know 
that we are in Friendſhip and in Favour with Chriſt; 
he has begun the Communication of his Nature to 
us already, and he will perfect it into Glory: If our 
Souls come to have a true Similitude with his in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs; if the Change be 
fo far wrought as to the ne ; we may be con- 
fident that he will alſo change our vile Bodies, that 
they may be like unto his glorious Body: And as he 
lives now in Glory, the time will come that we ſhall 
live ſo too, and that for ever and ever. But, 


3. Thee 1 
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Beginning of it even in this World. 


As far as we die to this World, by a 8 ö 
Choice and Self- denial, ſo far we live to the other; 


if we have crucified our Aﬀections and Luſts, then 


are we in a manner dead to this World; tis a Scene 
of Tumult that we behold as it were at a Diſtance, 


but take a little or no Pleaſure in it; we have ſome 


: Concerns going on in it, but thoſe the leaſt and moſt 
for our Chief Treaſure is in 


inconſiderable of all; 
Heaven: And if our heart be there, the principal 


part of our Life is there too: For where our Chief 3 


Delight is, there we may be ſaid to live. 


It our Minds be moſt affected with Heavenly Ob- 


jects, if we perceive an exceeding Pleaſure in con- 


templating the great things of Religion, if we find 


a noble Sarisfaction in employing our Thoughts a- 
bout Spiritual Things, if we feel a Divine Warmth 
in our Souls in the exerciſes of Devotion; if we en- 
joy our ſelves moſt when we are maintaining a 
Communion with God and chriſt by means of the 
Holy Spirit; when we are ſtrengthening of our 
Faith, raiſing our Love, and fixing our Hope; and 
receiving freſh Succours of a Celeſtial Influence : If 
we are conſcious to our ſelves of ſuch Spiritual Sen- 
Jations and Aﬀeitions ; then we may conclude, that 


1s Eternal. 
We have many | Froiltiet, and we are expos'd to 


many 


— 


; Thoſe who are Spiricually- minded, hive not 
only the Pledge of Eternal Lite, but they have the 


this is a Life that bas little or no Relation to this 
World; and that it is the Beginuing of that which 


may T7 ny We have ſome Jew . and perhaps | 


2 
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rection. 


many S Herings to undergo in this World: But not. 
. | witſtandingall this, our Eternal Life is begun; tis 
but in a low and kindling Condition in this World, 
encompaſs d with Fumes and Smoke; it will be 


much brighter in our ſeparate State, and will break 


out into a full Light and Glory after the Reſur- 1 


Fr INES Ry 
If Chriſt be in you, the Body ij dead, becauſe" of 

Sin: An irrevocable Sentence is paſs d upon that, and 

it muſt return to its Duſt again; but the Spirit is 


Life, *tis the beginning of Life, becauſe tis the be- 

ginning of Righteouſneſs; which Righteouſneſs 
| will encreafe more and more unto a perfect Day; 
and that Spirit that rais'd up Jeſas from the Dead, 
and has already quicken'd our Souls into a Spiritual 
Life; will alſo quicken our Mortal Bodies, and make 


us the Sons and Daughters of a glorious Reſur- 
And thus it may be clearly perceiv'd, That To be 
Spiritually- minded is Life : its Life in the moſt ex- 


cellent Senſe; tis the proper Life of a Chriſtian, tis 
likewiſe Eternal Life, to which he does not only en- : 


title us, but is the Pledge of it, and the Beginning off 


it even in this World. 


The Apoſtle tells us of two Principles, the Fleſs 


and the Spirit: the Fleſh is Humane Nature in its 


corrupt State, which under all its Natural Improve- | 


ments is ſtill Fleſh, the largeſt Underſtanding, the 
_ fineſt Accompliſhments, the ſweeteſt Compoſure of 


kind and ſoft Aﬀections, which we commonly call 


- Good-natare, being deſtitute of the Spirit of God; 
notwithſtanding all the Admiration they create in 


this © 


„„ 


this World, and all the Lovelineſs they appear in to 
us, yet they tend to nothing but Death and Corrup- 


tion. He that ſows to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Flefb 
reap Corruption ; and he that ſows to the Spirit, ſhal of | 


. the Spirit, reap Life everlaſting. 


No Goſpe l. immortality but to thoſe whoa are Spiri- 
tually minded; who are fo changed from what they 
naturally were, that they can plainly perceive them- 


ſelves to be other Creatures, than what 0 Men and = 


Women of this World are. 
No being with God and Chriſt for ever, dale 
we find Delight in being with Lhem now, in Prayers 
and Sacraments, in devout Meditations, and holy 

Living, 
One would willingly ſpeak nothing but Accepts, 
able Things in this Place, but ſome Mens Condition 


won't ſuffer us to do ſo ; twould be Cruelty to their 


Souls, to be ſo obliging ; our Congregations are a 
very mixt Auditory, they are made of ſome good 
Chriſtians, of others who have little Senſe of God 
or Religion, and of ſome who with all their Humane 
Virtues, are but in a Preparation for Goſpel Holi-, 
neſs: So that we ought to aim at the Converſion of 
ſome, as well as at the Improvement of others. 
If Men would be ſav d, beſides their Infant Bap- 
13 riſm, they muſt one time or other, rationally and ſe- 
riouſly take their Chriſtianity upon them, and conti- 
nue it to the end of their Days; if ever they hope to 
go to Heaven, there muſt be a certain time in their 
Lives, in which they have left off all known Sin, 


and are engag d in all Virtue; at leaſt to ſuch a De- 


gree of Goodneſs, as may make their Minds Spiri- 
Puat, 


UN 


| 
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verſation ſome way anſwerable to the Rules of their : 


Religion, 'and to that ſtate of Happineſs which is 


| prepar'd for all True Believers. 


They who promiſe Men Salvation 8 any Salter , 
Terms than theſe, go beyond their Commiſſion; and 


take the ready way to deſtroy themſelves, as well: as. 
thoſe who hear m. + 
_ * *Tis not only a very wicked thing, but tis 2 


hard difficult thing to flatter in the buſineſs of Re- 
ligion, eſpecially where Men of Parts and Senſe 


are concern'd; They will eafily find by their own 


Conſciences whether the High Priviledges of the 


Goſpel belong to them or no; and if they do not, 
then if you make them fine Promiſes, in which they 
know themſelves to have no Intereſt, they will but 


hate you for your Mockery. 
There muſt be a firm Bottom of ine Chriſtia- i 


nity, to build any ſolid Comfort upon, and the more 


you try to comfort any one, without this Foundation 
being firſt laid, the more you upbraid his Miſery : 


WWhereas the real 1 mpreſſion of a Ged/ike Nature 


upon our Souls, ſpeaks more Peace to the Conſcience. 
than an immediate voice from Heaven: Tu the Spi- 


rit of God bearing witneſs with our Spirits that we are 


the Children of God, aud if Children, then Heirs, Heirs 


of God, and Foint-heirs with Chriſt of an e 
Inheritance i in the higheſt Heavens. - ITY 


Thich God of his Tufinite Mer grant te ws all, 
I Jeſus Chriſt our Lal Amen. 


FINIS. 
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